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College, which is celebrating the 30th anniver-
sary of its founding this month. I am pleased
and proud to have been asked to participate
in this significant celebration.

In 1965, the Luzerne County Board of Com-
missioners took a very bold step. They adopt-
ed a resolution to sponsor a 2 year college
which would be affordable to all Luzerne
County residents. A study was needed and
the board called upon the County Board of
School Directors to initiate planning of the
project. In less than a year, an application was
made to the Pennsylvania State Board of Edu-
cation for permission to establish and operate
a community college. The State board granted
permission in September 1966.

Two months later, Luzerne County Commu-
nity College was officially in operation. A
board of trustees was formed and a president
was appointed to lead the college. On October
2, 1967 the college opened its doors for the
first time in small quarters located next to the
Hotel Sterling in downtown Wilkes-Barre. The
college’s first class of 195 students graduated
in May 1969.

Mr. Speaker, the foresight of the County
Commissioners; Ed Wideman, William G.
Goss and James B. Post, 30 years ago has
made it possible for more than 13,000 young
people to begin a college career or earn a 2
year degree for professional advancement.
Over 200 area businesses employ Luzerne
County Community College alumni.

In 1974, the college moved to its present
impressive campus in Nanticoke, Pennsylva-
nia. This modern campus includes an edu-
cational conference center, general academics
building and two technical arts buildings with
state of the art labs and classrooms. The cam-
pus also includes medical and dental arts fa-
cilities and the newest addition, the advanced
technology center.

Mr. Speaker, Luzerne County Community
College has come a long way since its humble
beginnings in downtown Wilkes-Barre 30
years ago. I am extremely proud to join with
the community in commending the board of
trustees, management, and staff of the college
in providing educational opportunity to thou-
sands of area residents. I would also like to
recognize the Luzerne county commissioners
who have continued to play an active role in
supporting this important educational institu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to bring the his-
tory of this fine institution to the attention of
my colleagues and send my sincere best
wishes for continued success.
f
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Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, this coming

Sunday, September 21, will be the 80th birth-
day of a truly outstanding American, my con-
stituent, Jacob George Hudson.

Mr. Hudson is affectionately known by all of
his friends and neighbors as ‘‘Shag.’’ He has
been one of the leaders in Loudon County and
throughout the State of Tennessee for many
years.

Shag Hudson served for 28 years on the
Loudon County Commission, from 1954 to

1982. During this time, he performed mar-
riages for over 3,000 couples.

He was also well known as a fighter for low
taxes and as one who tried to make sure that
the citizens got their moneys’ worth for their
tax dollars.

Mr. Hudson has proudly operated a farm in
the Greenback community for the past 65
years, raising beef cattle and working as a
self-employed cattle broker.

He served with great distinction for 5 years
as a member of the State Committee of Agri-
cultural Stabilization Conservation Service
from 1987 to 1992.

He began serving the Merchants and Farm-
ers Bank in 1973 and presently serves as a
director of Union Planter Bank.

He has been a member of Greenback Ma-
sonic Lodge for 49 years, and he is a master
mason.

He has been a member of the Loudon
County Farm Bureau since 1944, and he has
been a member and director of the Loudon
County Livestock Association since 1970.

He also serves as a director of Tellico Area
Services System, and he has been church
treasurer, elder, and deacon at First Pres-
byterian Church of Greenback.

Shag Hudson’s greatest pride and joy is not
in his community service, however, as great
as that has been. Rather, it is in his family. He
has been married to his wife, Willie Dixon, for
over 56 years. They are the proud parents of
two children, a daughter, Brenda Powell and
son, Ronald Hudson. His son-in-law is John
Powell and daughter-in-law, Judy Hudson.

He is even prouder of his grandchildren,
Scott and Eric Powell and Kelly, Kent, and
Leigh Hudson.

I wanted to inform my colleagues and other
readers of the RECORD about the life and ca-
reer of Shag Hudson. This country would be
a far better place if we had more citizens like
Jacob George Hudson, and on behalf of a
greatful nation, I want to wish him a very
happy 80th birthday, and best wishes for
many more.
f
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Mr. KIND of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, we
only have a few weeks left before we adjourn
this year. Now is the time to allow a vote on
campaign finance reform legislation.

Today we are participating in a civil, biparti-
san discussion of reforming the House Ethics
Committee. It is refreshing to see respected
Members of both parties engage in a dialog
about how to improve the ethics process and
ultimately restore some respect and dignity to
this great institution. I believe the same thing
can happen with campaign finance reform. If
the Members of this House put aside partisan
rhetoric we can fix the current system with
honest, bipartisan reforms that puts no party
at a disadvantage and restores some faith in
this institution.

However, we cannot reach a compromise if
we don’t consider the bills in committee or on
the floor. Those of us waging this war are re-
duced to 1-minute speeches in the morning,
parliamentary antics during the day, and floor

speeches at night when the rest of this body
has gone home. It is unfair and embarrassing
that we have to pay these games to be heard
in the House of Representatives. Mr. Speaker
please allow this issue to come to the floor
and be given the kind of open, honest debate
that this institution deserves.
f
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Mr. STUMP. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ex-
press my congratulations to Peoria VFW Post
2135, in my home State of Arizona, for being
recognized again for their outstanding youth
activities program.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to announce to my
colleagues that Post 2135 was recognized last
month at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Na-
tional Convention in Salt Lake City, as the
winner of the VFW Youth Activities Award.
Post 2135 is the first VFW post in the Nation
to win this award for 3 consecutive years.

Some of the many and varied youth activi-
ties undertaken by VFW posts nationwide are
well known to many of us, and include Youth
Essays, Voice of Democracy, and Patriotic Art
programs.

The winning program must meet several cri-
teria. These include participation in a variety of
youth activities offered within the local commu-
nity, and documenting any communitywide
youth activity with news clippings, photo-
graphs, testimonial letters. This collection
serves to outline the scope of a post’s partici-
pation in the six major National Youth Pro-
gram categories. These categories are sports/
athletics, scouting/organizations, contests/spe-
cial events, educational/instructions, recogni-
tion and projects.

With nearly 10,000 VFW posts nationwide,
it’s only a special post with a special member-
ship that can win the coveted award for 3 con-
secutive years. Peoria Post 2135 has that kind
of membership. I can think of no finer embodi-
ment of the essence of the veteran’s voluntary
spirit than that of Mr. Vincent Rigo, who was
in Utah to accept the award on behalf of the
326 members of Post 2135. He’s been de-
scribed as a ‘‘renaissance man’’ for the num-
ber of post service positions that he has held.
Certainly, without him, and the many others
like him in Post 2135, and in veterans organi-
zations throughout the country, our Nation
would be that much poorer.

I salute Peoria VFW Post 2135 for their
achievements, and wish them the best as they
aim for a fourth consecutive award in 1998.
f
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Mr. CAMP. Mr. Speaker, I would like to pay
tribute to a tremendous hero from Michigan’s
Fourth Congressional District. This hero is a
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high school student from Merrill, MI who has
served as a role model for many other stu-
dents. This outstanding young man is in line to
be valedictorian of his graduating class and
has maintained a 4.1 grade point average on
a 4.0 scale while participating on the school’s
basketball and track teams. While these are
striking accomplishments, they pale in com-
parison to another. On the evening of August
3, 1997, Joseph D. Peterson accomplished an
extraordinary feat by rescuing the life of a
mother of three on a desolate road.

Joseph was driving down a winding road in
northern Michigan when the car in front of him
went out of control and spun off the road into
a thicket of trees. With selfless disregard for
his personal safety, he swiftly pulled the driv-
er, Marie S. Craig, from the car just moments
before it burst into flames. Joseph then drove
Marie to safety and stayed with her until emer-
gency crews transported her to the hospital.
Because of Joseph’s valiant actions, Marie
suffered only a broken leg and a gash on her
head, rather than a possible fatal injury.

On behalf of Ms. Craig, her family, and the
people of the Fourth District I would like to ex-
tend my heartfelt thanks to Joseph Peterson
for his brave and heroic action. Mr. Speaker,
it takes a true champion to accept the chal-
lenge which Joseph did in rescuing Marie.
Please join me in commending his heroism.

f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor the memory of Mr. Joseph Talerico, for
his many years of distinguished service to the
community of Parma.

Born in Italy, Mr. Talerico immigrated to
Cleveland at the age of 2. After attending
Cleveland’s John Adams High School, Mr.
Talerico joined the Army and proudly served
America during World War II. In 1946, Mr.
Talerico moved to Parma. He owned and op-
erated a string of grocery stores there and in
nearby Broadview Heights. In addition to his
business endeavors, Mr. Talerico distin-
guished himself as a civic activist, receiving
Parma’s Outstanding Citizen award in 1955.
He served as a member of Parma’s Charter
Board and as Parma’s recreation director. Mr.
Talerico also belonged to such civic organiza-
tions as the Parma Exchange Club, the
Broadview Heights Rotary Club, and the Brian
Club.

Mr. Talerico also played an instrumental role
in the lives of Parma’s youth. He actively sup-
ported Parma youth athletics, ensuring the
construction of Mottl Field. He founded and
served as president of the Parma Amateur
Athletic Federation, and, earlier this year, the
Parma Amateur Athletic Federation inducted
Mr. Talerico into its hall of fame.

Joseph Talerico leaves behind a wife, three
children, eight grandchildren, a brother, and
two sisters. His contributions to the community
of Parma will be difficult to replace. Mr.
Talerico will be greatly missed.
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Mr. JOHNSON of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to bring to your attention an award-
winning broadcast script written by a constitu-
ent of mine on a subject which is important to
all of us—the significance of democracy in
America.

Jessica V. Van Eperen of Appleton, WI, has
received a very high honor from the Veterans
of Foreign Wars. She has been awarded with
a VFW 1997 Voice of Democracy Scholarship
for her script which will help her to finance her
education. She is the daughter of Mr. Leonel
Van Eperen and Ms. Catherine Coffey and
plans a career in elementary education. She
was sponsored by VFW Post 2778 and its la-
dies auxiliary in Appleton, WI. I believe that
Jessica is an exceptional example of the fine
students in northeast Wisconsin and I am con-
fident that she has a bright future ahead of
her.

I would like to submit Jessica’s award win-
ning script for inclusion in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD at this point.

DEMOCRACY—ABOVE AND BEYOND

(By Jessica Van Eperen)
Ever since I was a small child, I’ve at-

tended the fireworks celebration on the
fourth of July. On that day, in 1776, fifty-six
men signed the Declaration of Independence,
a document that would launch the United
States into the pages of every history book
in the world. Yet, that wasn’t on my mind as
a child. I simply knew that the fireworks lit
up the summer sky like a million glowing
fire flies. They arched above the trees, above
the clouds, and it seemed to me, above the
very stars themselves.

As I’ve grown older, I’ve come to realize
democracy is like those brilliant fireworks.
It changes colors, shapes, even sound, but
never changes in brilliance. Two-hundred
and twenty years after the Declaration of
Independence was signed, our democracy is
still brilliant in the night sky while dicta-
torships, monarchies, and anarchy’s have fiz-
zled and died.

I’ve known democracy to be red: red with
the blood of young men who gave their lives
so she might live. I think of my great-uncle
who gave his life in World War II, and even
of two relatives who are as distant as their
sketchy photograph hanging on the wall.
These two men fought and died in the civil
war shortly after immigrating from the
Netherlands. I’ve known democracy to be a
proud and stubborn blue as it fought the
evils of communism during the cold war.
Long after communism is dead, democracy
will still be shining brightly in he horizon.
I’ve even know democracy to be gold, the
brilliant gold of freedom of religion, freedom
of speech, and freedom of the press. The Bill
of Rights has risen high above the fear that
has tried to control the world for centuries.
Men in heavy boots carrying heavy guns
have never been able to blind people to the
glow of democracy’s promise and freedom.

Democracy has been loud as a cannon, de-
fending those who could not defend them-
selves, and quiet as a whisper, comforting
the people who fled to her shores to escape
injustice in foreign lands. Democracy has
spread and shrunk, but never disappeared.
What was lost during the forties to Hitler,
the fifties to communism, and the eighties to

terrorism, has been gained back a thousand
fold by the millions of people who still de-
mand their voices be heard.

Democracy started as a small sparkler,
similar to the one as I held in my hand when
I was a child, but grew to become the most
glorious fireworks display the world has ever
seen. Democracy is not propelled by gun
powder as fireworks are, but by freedom,
elections, and the belief that all men are
equal. This is the most powerful fuel in the
world. Democracy has the ability to rise
above and beyond the wildest imagination of
men like Washington, Jefferson and Adams.
Governments powered merely by force and
oppression may glow with a blaring heat for
a short time, but will inevitably die out and
fall to the ground soundlessly to be forgot-
ten. Democracy alone will shoot over the
tree tops, becoming more beautiful with
every passing year.

f
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Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to offer my support for H.R. 1903,
the Computer Security Enhancement Act of
1997. As the information revolution continues
to rage, the United States and specifically this
Congress, must begin to make wise and in-
formed policy for this fast-paced new era.
Sadly, we are somewhat behind business and
industry in our ability to comprehend the abili-
ties and ramifications of information tech-
nology. Worse still, we are behind the crimi-
nals and rogue operatives who would use the
technology of the information age against us.

The United States, more than any other
country in the world, is extremely susceptible
to this new, frightening breed of terrorism and
crime. In March of this year, I chaired a hear-
ing on information warfare, the first such hear-
ing ever held in Congress. What I learned at
the hearing was positively alarming. One wit-
ness testified that with $1 billion and 20 peo-
ple, he could shut down the Nation. Another
witness said that he could accomplish the
same task for $100 million. While the United
States has done a good job to date in devel-
oping secure information technology systems,
its implementation of those systems has been
desperately lacking. As a result we are left un-
prepared for an information assault that could
cripple the Nation.

For this very reason, the Subcommittee on
Military Research and Development included
an increase in funding for information warfare
defense and associated programs. Protecting
our defense backbone is simply not enough,
however, and we must begin to implement se-
cure system strategies for our private sector
companies and civilian agencies to thwart the
threat of information terrorism. I would like to
applaud the Science Committee and Chairman
SENSENBRENNER for their efforts to this end.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1903 takes wise and
measured steps in an effort to develop sound
and lasting policy for the information age. As
we legislate for this era, we must be primarily
concerned with the safety and security of our
Nation, both civilian and defense, both private
sector and public sector. While I think that we
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